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Anti-I69 Tree Sit Weathers Storms,  
Reaches One-Month Mark 

 

June 19th, 2006 (Evansville, IN) - A month ago today, a group of 
concerned Indiana residents set up an aerial tree occupation along the 
proposed Interstate 69 route.  Located 20 miles north of Evansville, the 
occupation is suspended in a stand of trees at the north end of the area 
planned for construction this summer.  Protesters raised the tree sit on 
May 19th in order to block construction of the NAFTA superhighway.  Due 
to broad support from the community, they have continuously occupied 
the sit despite heavy rains and high winds. 

 

Part of the severe weather that caused flooding across the Midwest, a 
number of thunderstorms have struck the tree sit over the past two 
weeks.  "When I was up there last week, there were 40 mile an hour 
winds, and the platforms were swinging wildly in the air.  I was sure I was 
going to fall." reports Tracy Misser, who recently came down from the sit.  
Despite such inclement weather, protesters refused to abandon their 
perch.  Says Jordan Helpy , "When we say we're against I-69, we mean it.  
As long as they insist on building this highway, we will be there to get in 
the way." 

 



Contrary to some media accounts and police reports of the sit, these 
protesters are staying in the way.  While most tree sits have historically 
been used to protect trees from logging, the platforms occupied along 
the route are anchored in such a way as to prevent highway construction.  
According to Jean Weir, someone doing ground support for the sit, "The 
lines suspending the platforms are anchored to felled trees lying in the 
path of construction.  If any of these logs are moved, the sitters could 
tumble to the ground."  Since it was initially raised, the sit has expanded 
to include larger living quarters and more storage space, including a 
robust ground occupation. 

 

Community support has been crucial to the success of the tree sit, and 
the growth of the wider campaign against I-69.  Many area residents have 
stopped by the sit to offer hot food and encouraging words.  Support 
from residents of Evansville and Bloomington has been strong as well, 
with both communities gathering food and supplies to help the tree 
sitters.  "We've been collecting food and money donations from the 
farmers and shoppers at the farmers' market, and have set up a space in 
the Caldwell Eco-Center to gather supplies," says Christian Rightworth, a 
Bloomington resident.  

 

These community-based support efforts are representative of Hoosiers' 
general attitude toward the road.  According to an independent survey of 
Indiana residents throughout the state, 94% are opposed to the I-69 
extension.  By INDOT's own estimate, 74% are opposed.  Tree-sitters 
hope that these statistics continue to translate into real support, and 
other opposition efforts.  As I-69 opponent Jessie Noon says, "When we 
talk about stopping I-69 we can only talk about serious and strong 
organizing with community members who stand to lose everything. The 
sit is just the contribution of a very few people beginning a process of 
what it will take to stop I-69 in conjunction with many other efforts." 

 

Thus far, I-69 opposition has taken a wide variety of forms.  April, May 
and June have seen an increase of anti-I69 activity, including a parade 
through Bloomington, demonstrations against I-69 planning offices and 
construction contractors, and a community Bar-B-Q in the first section of 
the route.  Plans are continually being made for the rest of the summer.  
Of note are the Bloomington Public Assembly Against I-69, to be held at 
6:30 on Wednesday, June 25th at the Monroe County Public Library in 
room 1c, and the national day of mobilization against I-69 on July 28th. 



The information in this press release was complied by the I-69 
Media Office, and independent anti-I-69 media clearinghouse. 
Therefore, all questions should be directed to the media contacts 
given in this release.  
  
 


